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CONFIDENTIAL DJIBOUTI 0265 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: SREF, DPIP, MILI DJ ET SO 

SUBJECT: POSSIBILITY OF MAJOR REFUGEE INFLUX TO DJIBOUTI 

1 . DURING RECENT VISIT TO DJIBOUTI OF JACQUES CUENOD, DEPUTY DIRECTOR 
OF ASSISTANCE, UNHCR IN GENEVA, HE PROVIDED OPPORTUNITY TO VISIT LOCA 
TIONS 

OF MAJOR REFUGEE CONCENTRUATIONS IN DJIBOUTI AT DIKHIL AND ALI SABIEH 

MOST OF THE REFUGEES (NUMBERING ABOUT 2,500 AT EACH LOCATION) HAVE 
BEEN IN DJIBOUTI FOR AWHILE. THEY ARE ABOUT EQUALLY DIVIDED BETWEEN 
ISSAS WHO HAVE COME DOWN FROM THE DIRE DAWA AREA AND AFARS WHO CAME 
OUT OF ETHIOPIA WITH ALI MIRAH. 

2. THE FIGHTING IN THE DIRSUDAWA AREA HAS ARED TO A RECENT SPURT IN 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 DJIBOU 00265 3008 14Z 

THE NUMBER OF ISSA REFUGEES, AND CUENOD WAS TOLD THAT THE NUMBER OF 
ARRIVALS IS INCREASING AT A RATE OF ABOUT 100 PER DAY. CUENOD WAS TOLD 

BY THE REFUGEES THAT THEIR WOMEN AND CHILDRED ARE BEING HIDDEN 
IN THE MOUNTAINS DURING THE PERIOD OF THE DJIBOUTI HOT SEASON. 

HOWEVER, IN LATE SEPTEMBER AND IN OCTOBER WHEN THE HEAT BREAKS, 

THERE COULD AN INFLUX OF 50 TO 100,000 REFUGESS COMING OUT OF THE WAR 
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ZONE OF ETHIOPIA. 

3. THE U.S. MISSION, GENEVA, WILL PROBABLY HAVE ACCESS TO CUENOD'S 
MISSION REPORT AND CAN REVIEW RECOMMEND ATIDKS MADE BY HIM ON THE 
POSSIBILITY OF AN AVALANCHE OF REFUGEES COMING OUT OF ETHIOPIA. 

THE DEPARTMENT SHOULD IMMEDIATELY STUDY THE PROSPECTS OF PROVIDING 
EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE TO SUCH A HOARD WHICH COULD EASILY LEAD TO A 
COMPLETE BREAKDOWN OF GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS IN DJIBOUTI. IT IS DIFFICULT 

TO SEE HOW THE GOVERNMENT COULD SURVIVE SUCH A COLLOSAL PRESSURE 
ON ITS RESOURCES WITHOUT SWIFT INTERNATIONAL ASSISTANCE. A COLLAPSE 
OF AUTHORITY IN DJIBOUTI WOULD PROBABLY LEAD BOTH ETHIOPIA AND SOMALIA 

TO COME TO DJIBOUTI'S "RESCUE" WITH A CONSEQUENT ENLARGEMENT OF 

THE PRESENT CONFLICTS IN THE HORN.VXM 

CLARKE 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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